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N the first ten months of the current year the fire losses in 
the United States and Canada have aggregated $191,181,- 
600, according to the compilation of The Journal of Com- 
merce. This sum nearly parallels the loss in the correspond- 
ing period Jast year, and falls only about $5,000,000 short 
of the loss in the first ten months of 1910. When it is borne 
in mind that the total losses in each of the years 1910 and 
1911 exceeded $234,000,000, there appears to be little likeli- 
hood of the loss for this year being much less than that 
amount. However, with bumper crops and increasing con- 
fidence in general business lines, the fire insurance business 
ought to show improvement in the coming year. 





HE Ampersand Hotel cases, and particularly the point 
recently raised in connection therewith, that the owner 
should not be penalized on account of a chattel mortgage upon 
a part of the property insured, because of his ignorance of the 
policy clause voiding the policy in case of the existence of a 
chattel mortgage without consent of the insurer, have at- 
tracted considerable attention of late. Other lawyers disagree 
with the argument presented along the above line, and it 
would seem as though the doctrine that ignorance of the law 
does not exempt a person from paying the penalty for its 
violation would apply in this case to the question of ignorance 
of a policy condition, even though there has been no inten- 
tional violation thereof. It will be interesting to note what 
view is taken of this point by the court. 





HE political revolution which occurred last week is likely 

to cause a number of changes among the insurance su- 
Pervising officials in the West, although not to so great an ex- 
tent as some seem to think. In Illinois the present Superin- 
tendent, Fred W. Potter, was appointed in 1911 for a term 
of four years, so that if he gets out it will be of his own 
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volition. H.L. Ekern of Wisconsin holds his office by elec- 
tion, and cannot be removed by the Governor. In lowa and 
Indiana the present officials, J. L. Bleakly and W. H. O’Brien, 
are reported to have been re-elected, while in Nebraska Silas 
P. Barton did not run on the State ticket. Out in Washing- 
ton J. H. Schively, who ran independently, was defeated, and 
goes out of the Department after several years of service. 
In Minnesota the present efficient Commissioner, J. A. O. 
Preus, will probably be reappointed by the Governor-elect. 
Missouri is likely to have a new Superintendent to succeed 
Frank Blake, while in Kansas Ike S. Lewis has been elected 
to succeed himself, and in Ohio Edward H. Moore will prob- 
ably retire, even though his political party carried the election. 
In the East there will be scarcely any changes, inasmuch as 
the terms of most of the officials extend beyond those of the 
Governors now elected. The great business of insurance 
should not be subject to these frequent changes in the super- 
vising officials, especially where good work has been done 
by the person forced out of office by the political whirligig. 





MOVEMENT has been started looking to the future 
A rating of dwellings by schedule. This important class 
of risks has in the past been regarded —and possibly 
with justice—as generally profitable; but the fact, neverthe- 
less, remains that the attention to detail which has been 
awarded individual risks of other classes has not been given 
to dwelling risks. As a consequence, dwellings of widely 
varying susceptibility to fire have been lumped together and 
accorded the same rate. It is now proposed to give the dwell- 
ing class closer and more accurate attention than it has here- 
tofore received. That this is essential, and that there are 
rates at which even dwellings, though generally considered 
profitable, may prove unprofitable, is clearly evident from the 
tabulated experience with dwelling risks in Kentucky during 
the year ending June 30, 1912. From this combined classifi- 
cation it is learned that frame dwellings occupied by owners, 
and furniture therein, showed a loss ratio of seventy-eight per 
cent, and that similar risks, the dwellings being occupied by 
tenants, showed a loss ratio exceeding sixty-eight per cent. 
Even brick dwellings occupied by their owners, and the fur- 
niture therein, yielded a loss ratio of more than fifty-seven 
per cent, thus putting this group among those which failed to 
yield a profit on underwriting. Practically all classes of busi- 
ness risks are now rated by schedule, and it seems to be but 
the logical extension of the system to apply schedule rating to 
dwellings. 





HE Wisconsin Legislative Fire Insurance Investigating 
Committee has taken a great deal of testimony in the 

past year or so, and has now formulated a tentative draft of 
a bill which it proposes to introduce in the next legislature. 
It is now engaged in securing the opinions of underwriters 
upon the points covered in the draft and other matters in con- 
nection with the business, among them being the question as 
to whether fire insurance should become a State monopoly. 
While this latter question is not likely to be answered affirma- 
tively by the fire underwriters, there are other points as to 
which a majority will probably agree with the committee and 
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with Commissioner Ekern’s opinion thereupon. It is certain 
that neither by the operation of anti-compact laws nor by cut- 
throat competition can the best interests of either the com- 
panies or the propertyowners be served. It is undoubtedly 
true that co-operation in the making and application of rates 
is the best system from the standpoint of the insured, as it 
places the insurance business upon a steadier and firmer 
foundation and better assures the ability of the companies to 
pay all losses in full, as well as tending towards the provi- 
sion of a sufficiency of indemnity. On the other hand, rate 
cutting is frequently commenced by weak companies desir- 
ing to secure a foothold, and has been too often indulged in 
by companies that were willing to write a risk at any rate, for 
the simple reason that they do not intend, or would not be 
able, to pay losses. . It is clear, therefore, that it is advan- 
tageous to the insured to deal only with reliable companies 
and to pay them fair rates for their indemnity, and such rates 
can best be made by the co-operation of the respective com- 
panies. This fact seems to be now recognized by the Wis- 
consin Committee after its exhaustive investigation of the 
subject of fire insurance rates and methods, and it is to be 
hoped that good results will ensue from this investigation, not 
only in Wisconsin, but in other States. 





DEATH OF JOHN H. ROY, PRINTER. 

It is with the deepest regret that we are called upon to announce 
the sudden death on Monday night last of John H. Roy, president of 
the Roy Press, New York, and a resident of Westfield, N. J. 

Mr. Roy had, for some thirty-five years prior to his decease, been 
identified with the mechanical production of THe Specrator and of 
the various publications of The Spectator Company. Although but 
sixty-two years old, Mr. Roy had been engaged in the printing busi- 
ness for a half century. His first connection with THe Specrator 
was in 1877, when he joined The Spectator Press plant as a journey- 
man printer, He steadily forged ahead, becoming first foreman and 
then superintendent of The Spectator Press, and in September, 
1886, was one of the firm of G. W. Burnham & Co., which purchased 
the printing plant then owned by Tue Spectator. About a year later 
the printing business of G. W. Burnham & Co, was taken over by Nicoll 
& Roy, which firm was composed of Charles H. Nicoll and John H. 
Roy. Five years later the Nicoll & Roy Company succeeded the firm of 
Nicoll & Roy, and Mr. Roy was for a time president of that com- 
pany, succeeding Charles H. Nicoll, who retired from the printing 
business. In 1901 the Roy Press succeeded the Nicoll & Roy Company, 
and Mr. Roy became the president of the Roy Press, which office 
he held at the time of his death. Mr. Roy was undoubtedly one of the 
most successful printers in New York, and enjoyed the friendship of 
many prominent business men of the metropolis, who appreciated his 
sturdy character and his honorable business methods. At the time of 
his demise he leaves a large modern printing plant at Gold and 
Beekman streets, occupying an imposing six-story and basement 
building, entirely devoted to the business of the Roy Press. 

Masonic funeral services will be held at the home of the family 
in Westfield, N. J., this evening, and interment will take place pri- 
vately to-morrow. The employees of the Roy Press met on Tuesday 
evening last and adopted appropriate resolutions in memory of their 
employer. Quite a number of the men now connected with the Roy 
Press have been employed by Mr. Roy for twenty-five to thirty-five 
years each, and the high esteem in which he was held is demonstrated 
by their long terms of employment as well as by the resolutions 
which have been adopted. Mr. Roy leaves a widow and ten children. 

John H. Roy had won and retained for a third of a century the 
sincere friendship of the officers of The Spectator Company, who 
fully appreciated his excellent qualities, and who now mourn the 
loss of a valued friend. 
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THE MIDDLE STATES. 


—Charles C. Gilman and Stanley B. Swain of Boston have formed a partner- 
ship to do a general insurance and brokers’ business in that city. Mr. Gilman 
has been one of the stand-bys of the National Life of Vermont in Boston, while 
Mr. Swain has been one of the best producers for the Travelers of Hartford 
in Boston. 

—The Mutual Benefit Life of Newark has announced that the dividend schedule 
used during 1912 will be continued during 1913, and in addition special dividends 
are to be paid during the coming year ranging from five per cent of the regular 
dividend policies issued in 1912 to twenty-five per cent of the regular dividends 
for policies issued prior to 1909. 








THE WEST 


The Northwestern Life of Aberdeen, S. D. 


The board of directors of the Northwestern Life of Aberdeen, S. D., 
will meet this week for the purpose of effecting a reorganization of that 
company. The new company will bear a similar name, and, in all like- 
lihood, will have as its president W. G. Wells, now president and gen- 
eral manager of the Aberdeen Wholesale Grocery Company. There will 
be four vice-presidents, and F. G. Sutle, it is understood, will be se- 
lected as treasurer. Westley Styles, former actuary of the State of 
South Dakota, will be actuary, and will have charge of the office affairs. 
H. E. Davy, formerly of the Pioneer Life of Fargo, N. D., and at pres- 
ent general manager of the Northwestern Life, will be agency superin- 
tendent. This company will start as a stock company about January 1, 
1918, with a proposed capital of $500,000, of which $200,000 will be paid 
up in full. About $1,000,000 of insurance is to be taken over by the re- 
organization from the old Northwestern Life. 





Ask for Delay in Passing on Merger. 

On behalf of the stockholders in Oklahoma of the Great Western Life 
of Kansas City, who object to the merger of that company with the In- 
ternational Life of St. Louis, Commissioner P. A. Ballard of the Okla- 
homa Insurance Department has asked Commissioners Lewis of Kansas 
and Gill of Texas, named by Commissioner Blake of Missouri to pass 
on the reinsurance of the Great Western, for a delay of thirty days to 
allow the Oklahomans to present their case. A meeting of the Commis- 
sioners will be held at St. Louis. Commissioner Blake had consented to 


- a continuance if the other two were willing, but did not want so long a 


delay as was suggested by Commissioner Ballard. 





American Standard Life Assurance Company, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Reports from Indianapolis are to the effect that the organization of 
the American Standard Life Assurance Company of that city has been 
completed. The capital of $100,000 and surplus of like amount have been 
paid in and application for license will be made this week. Officers 
have been selected as follows: Samuel Quinn, president; Chas. A. Book- 
walter, treasurer, and William J. Henley, general counsel. Directors 
are Wm. J. Henley, Chas. A. Bookwalter and Samuel Quinn of In- 
dianapolis, Theodore F. Rose and Geo. A. Ball of Muncie, Ind.; Philip 
Matter and H. A. Gable of Marion, Ind.; Newton Jackson of Versailles, 
Ind., and O. R. Farrar of New York. 





Life Underwriters Endorse the New Political Administration. 


The Cincinnati Life Underwriters Association has adopted resolutions 
extending a vote of confidence to the incoming administration and the 
awakening of a new spirit of confidence and renewed prosperity, as 
follows: 

Whereas, for the past twelve months, owing to a great extent to the 
political agitation, there has been a mental depression existing every- 
where that has retarded business and affected not only the life insur- 
ance men but every interest as well; so long as this condition exists 
and there prevails among some a spirit of doubt and unfavorable 
prophesying of hard times, this condition will continue; it, therefore, 
behooves every good citizen to promote business prosperity by revers- 
ing the attitude and by encouraging the incoming administration by an 
expression of confidence. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That regardless of varied political views 
of its individual members this association has every confidence in the 
patriotism and intelligence of the incoming administration and its pur- 
pose to subserve the highest and best interests of the Nation; and this 
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‘ 
association heartily and loyally pledges to the administration its un- 
divided moral support and appeals to all good citizens to do likewise. 
Resolved Further, That life underwriters associations everywhere, and 
commercial and trade bodies, are urged to similar action and endeavor, 
thus helping to restore public confidence and bring about renewed enter- 
prise and confidence. 





Deadlock in Suit Against Union Central Life. 


CLEVELAND, November 11.—The Ohio Supreme Court seems to be 
deadlocked on the suit of James Bell of this city, to compel the Union 
Central Life of Cincinnati to turn back to the fund for participating 
policyholders $400,000, and to prevent further alleged use of the funds to 
purchase paid-up stock of the company. Three of the judges voted to 
reverse the circuit court, one voted to sustain the decision of that 
court and two did not vote, as they hold participating policies in the 
company. Four votes are required to reverse the decision of a lower 
court. Bell based his suit on one of the by-laws of the company, which, 
he claims, provides that all profits on participating business over 5 per 
cent semi-annual dividends shall go into a participating fund for the 
benefit of the policyholders. This fund reached $2,000,000 in forty years, 
Bell alleges, but the company transferred $400,000 to paid-up stock, 
which was issued to stockholders. The company demurred to Bell’s suit 
on the ground that a similar suit brought by Attorney-General Wade 
Ellis some years ago had been decided in favor of the company, and that 
this is a-bar to further litigation. Judge Phillips in common pleas court 
sustained the demurrer and the circuit court reversed him. 





—Wilbur S. Tupper, who resigned recently as president of the Niagara Life of 
Buffalo, has been appointed vice-president and general manager of the Universal 
Life of Cleveland, which also controls the Pioneer Life of Kansas City. 


—T. J. McComb, formerly Insurance Commissioner of Oklahoma, has resigned 
as president of the Jefferson Life of Oklahoma City, and has been succeeded by 
George G. Sohlberg, an Oklahoma City banker and miller. Mr, McComb will 
devote his time to actuarial work, 


—M. W. Waite of Madison, Wis., representing the AZtna Life of Hartford in 
that territory, has been transferred to Portland, Ore. He was formerly Deputy 
Insurance Commissioner of Wisconsin, and later was State manager of the Des 
Moines Life of Des Moines until its reinsurance in the National Life of U. S. A. 
of Chicago. 

—The Roman Standard Life, which was organized at Manistee, Mich., with a 
capital of $100,000 and a surplus of $2801, has begun business. Its organizers 
were officers and members of the Modern Romans, a fraternal order of Manistee. 
David E. Cole, supreme secretary of the order, is secretary and general manager 
of the company. 

—The Insurance Departments of Colorado, Iowa, Montana, Oregon, Washing- 
ton, California and Oklahoma have canceled the licenses of the American, a 
fraternal insurance order with headquarters at Springfield, Ill. The order re- 
fused to permit the Colorado Insurance Department to make an examination, 
and on notice of this the licenses were canceled, 

—Dr. C, H. Philpott, formerly of the Des Moines Life of Des Moines, is 
critically ill at his home in that city. He is suffering with Bright’s disease, and 
little hope is heid for his recovery. His illness probably marks the end of the 
attempt to organize a new life insurance company in Des Moines. Dr. Philpott 
had this work well in hand, but since August 15 his health has been such that 
nothing has been done, 
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Official Changes in the Cherokee Life of Rome, Ga. 
[Srecran Despatcu to THE SpPEcraror.] 

ROME, November 11.—At a meeting of the board of directors of 
the Cherokee Life Insurance Company to-day Lloyd Damron and B. L. 
Burwell were elected directors. W. W. Mangum was elected vice-presi- 
dent to fill the vacancy caused by the election of H. G. Bowie to the 
presidency some months ago, and Lloyd B. Damron and B. L. Burwell 
were elected vice-presidents in charge of the ordinary and industrial 
departments, respectively. 





The Cosmopolitan Life Insurance Company of Atlanta. 

A new turn has been given in connection with the suits against this 
Company through the intervention of the Insurance Commissioner of 
Georgia. On Saturday last, Judge Bell issued a rule citing the com- 
Pany to show cause why its affairs should not be turned over to the 
Insurance Department for administration. 

Joel F. Armistead, general agent for the company, claims that a modi- 
fication of his contract was made based upon a statement of the Insur- 
ance Commissioner and his deputy as to what they considered just and 
fair. Surprise is therefore expressed that the Commissioner should have 
intervened in the suit two days afterward. The company claims that 
it is Perfectly solvent, having over a million dollars of quick assets, 
while there is about two and a quarter millions of business on its books. 
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—Samuel Bush of Elizabethtown, Ky., has been appointed State agent for 
Kentucky of the Reserve Loan Life of Indianapolis. 


—The Life Underwriters Association of Louisiana held an enthusiastic meeting 
at New Orleans, recently elected officers as follows: Frank L. Levy, president, 
and Crawford H, Ellis, vice-president. 


—A. E. Rountree, secretary of the North State Life of Kinston, N. C., is re- 
ceiving congratulations over his wedding, which occurred at Danville, Va., on 
the 6th inst., to Miss Mabel Lyon. 


—tThe Inter-Southern Life of Louisville expects to be settled in its new 
offices during the present week. It is the largest, newest and most modern office 
building in Louisville, and President Duffin reports that sixty-five per cent of the 
space has already been taken. 


—The agency force of the North State Life of Kinston, N. C., made good 
during October by sending in applications sixty per cent in excess of the same 
month of last year. General Manager J. A. Herndon expects to close the year 
with a marked advance over 1911. 


—Scipio A, Jones, a negro lawyer, has been appointed receiver of the Great 
Southern Home Industrial Association of Little Rock, Ark., an assessment con- 
cern, The license was recently revoked for alleged irregularities in the conduct 
of its business, and a suit is now pending to reissue the license. 


—Governor Brown of Georgia has held up the salary checks of the Insurance 
Department until he can receive an opinion from the Attorney-General of that 
State as to the constitutionality of the new insurance code. The new code, 
which includes forty sections and involved a vast amount of work, was modeled 
upon the latest statutes, and was vigorously opposed. 


—The Commonwealth Life of Louisville, which recently purchased the Fidelity 
Trust building, will remove to their new quarters in a few days. The Common- 
wealth, owing to its largely increasing business, expects to occupy the entire 
building. The company is well and conservatively managed and is building upon 
sound lines. Its assets are well invested and its business well selected. 


—The South Carolina Life Underwriters Association, at the third annual 
meeting, held at Columbia, elected officers as follows: W. J. Roddey, manager 
at Rockhill for the Equitable of New York, president; M. M. Mattison of Ander- 
son, first vice-president; Louis Sherfesee of Charleston, second vice-president, 
and W. S. Hendley of Columbia, secretary and treasurer. The annual banquet 
will be held in Columbia about February 1, 1913, 


—At the end of the third quarter of 1912 the Southeastern Life of Greenvile, 
S. C., closed its books with $5,650,000 of business on the paid-for basis, Up to 
this year the company has reported on the written basis, but will, beginning with 
the 1912 statement, report on the paid-for basis. A good, steady business is re- 
ported and a gain of $350,000 to $400,000 net for the last quarter is anticipated. 
It is the aim to close the year with $6,000,000 in force on the paid-for basis. 


—Recently the Insurance Commissioner of Georgia revoked the licenses of 
several fraternal orders operating in that State, including the Order of the 
Golden Seal of Roxbury, N. Y. Subsequently it was shown to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioner that this order could comply with all the requirements of 
the law, and that a letter sent to the order had been misdirected. The Commis- 
sioner then rescinded the order revoking the license, and the Order of the 
Golden Seal is continuing active business in Georgia. 


—Commissioner Henry of the Mississippi Insurance Department has refused 
to charter the following fraternals in that State: United Industrial Temple of 
the Seven Stars Consolidation of America of Greenville, Miss,; the United 
Oasis of the Home Industry Society of Lexington, Miss.; the Most Worshipful 
William T. Grant, Jr., Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
Mississippi, and the Grand Chapter of the Heroines of Jericho of Adoptive Rite 
of African Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Mississippi. 


—The stockholders of the Co-operative Agency Company, which holds an 
agency contract of the State Mutual Life of Rome, Ga., will meet December 2 
to consider a proposition made by the insurance company to terminate the con- 
tract by the payment of $900,000 in “income” or ‘‘guarantee fund’’ certificates. 
The meeting was called by President Mason of the agency company, who states 
in a letter that such a settlement, if carried out, would allow the stockholders of 
the agency company $200 par value of State Mutual certificates for each $100 of 
co-operative stock. 


—A. B. Utter succeeds J. C. O’Dell as agency manager of the State Mutual 
Life of Rome, Ga. Mr. Utter has had years of experience in field work, and be- 
fore joining the State Mutual in 1908 he was connected with the Franklin Life as 
inspector. His appointment has met with general satisfaction among the agents 
of the company. Victor A. Smith, formerly assistant treasurer, has been ap- 
pointed purchasing agent and advertising manager of the company, succeeding 
E. B. Barclay, resigned. Mr. Smith has been with the company ever since its 
organization as an annuity company, and his new position comes as a deserved 
promotion, 

—An effort is being made by P. D. Gold, Jr., formerly manager of the Jeffer- 
son Standard Life of Greensboro, N. C., to obtain a six months’ option on the 
stock of that company. At a meeting of the stockholders, held recently at 
Raleigh, it was agreed that no holder of stock should give an option at any 
price to any person. President George A. Grimsley of the company states that 
since the consolidation of that company with the Security Life and Annuity and 
the Greensboro Life the effort was made to secure stock because of its increased 
value. The directors recently adopted resolutions of congratulations to the 
management for the splendid showing made. 
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Ruies in Favor of Union Pacific Life. 

Judge William Galloway, in the circuit court at Salem, Ore., ruled in 
favor of the Union Pacific Life of Portland in the mandamus proceed- 
ings to compel Commissioner J. W. Ferguson of the Oregon Insurance 
Department to issue the company a license. Mr. Ferguson declined to 
answer or plead further in the case. He stated, however, before the 
trial, that he would take an appeal, 





Opportunity for Live Underwriter. 

An exceptional opportunity for a first-class life underwriter of expe- 
rience as manager in the State of Indiana is offered in another column 
of this issue of THe SpecTraToR by a well-known and solidly estab- 
lished Eastern company. The remuneration is commensurate with the 
responsibility and dignity of the position and the active work required. 





THE OPPOSITION TO THE MOBILE FRATERNAL BILL 
A Statement from an Opponent and a Reply. 


(To THE EpITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 

Your editorial in the issue of October 10 does not give a correct view 
as to the cause and character of the opposition which exists towards 
the Mobile bill. 

You are misinformed if you understand that all societies connected 
with the two fraternal congresses, the National Fraternal Congress and 
the Associated Fraternities of America, have been, or are, in favor of 
the Mobile bill. It was this misrepresentation by Insurance Commis- 
sioners which secured the enactment of the Mobile bill in New York. 

I may state, too, in this connection, that if this matter of the Mobile 
bill were submitted to the vote of 8,000,000 members of the beneficiary 
societies of this country, it would be buried beyond all hopes of resur- 
rection. The beneficiary societies are about evenly divided over the 
Mobile bill, but a large majority of those organizations which have 
been opposed to the Mobile bill are upon as sound a basis as to adequate 
rates and ability to fulfill contracts as the organizations which have 
stood for the Mobile bill. If you conclude that the societies which are 
opposed to the Mobile bill are opposed simply because they do not want 
adequate rates, you are entirely mistaken. Many of those societies are 
on the National Fraternal Congress Table, which is the standard table 
in twenty or more States, and a number of organizations are on the 
American Experience Table. 

From the time when the Mobile bill was first introduced in the legis- 
latures of 1911, it has been demonstrated by competent actuaries that 
the practical application of the valuation provision of the Mobile bill, 
known as 23a, would put out of existence a large majority of societies 
within ten years. It is manifestly obvious that a society which has 
been in business ten, fifteen or twenty years, and was not so planned as 
to lay by the so-called reserve of old line life insurance, cannot by any 
possibility levy sufficient rates upon its members and collect in, within 
a few years, that amount of deficiency in reserve which old line com- 


panies would have accumulated in the same length of time. In other 


words, a fraternal organization which has been in operation for some 
time cannot be transformed to an old line basis and make up what 
appears to be a deficiency in reserve which all old line companies pro- 
vide for from the date of incorporation. 

This is the drastic and dangerous provision to which more than sixty 
beneficiary organizations strongly object. For the purpose of repeal- 
ing this dangerous measure the societies assembled at Chicago to take 
definite action to effect this important legislation in the States where 
that provision is the law. Some of the societies at the Chicago meet- 
ing are members of the National Fraternal Congress and others of the 
Associated Fraternities, both of which congresses, Commissioners have 
said, stand for the Mobile bill. 

The two congresses, the National Fraternal Congress and the Asso- 
ciated Fraternities of America, comprise about one-third the societies 
of the United States, and therefore the argument that the entire fra- 
ternal system, with a few exceptions, favors the enactment of the Mobile 
bill, is exceedingly misleading to legislators and the public. Many 
societies of both congresses have strongly opposed the Mobile bill, and 
more than 100 other reputable societies have vigorously. opposed this 
bill from its inception, because they believe that 28a would mean the 
annihilation of fraternal insurance. They do not object to adequate 
rates and a solvent condition, but they do object to being legislated out 
of existence. 

As evidence of the strong opposition which has attended the introduc- 
tion of the Mobile bill, I call your attention to the fact, which is a 
matter of record, that the Commissioners introduced this bill in 1911 in 
thirty-nine States; that the bill was defeated by the opposition of fra- 
ternal organizations in twenty-six States and enacted in but thirteen 
States. In only three States of consequence in the field of fraternal 
insurance was the law enacted—New York, Ohio and Massachusetts. 

The statement by Superintendent Hotchkiss of New York, when the 
measure was up for hearing in the legislature, that the valuation pro- 
vision would prove disastrous to fraternal insurance, did more to defeat 
the enactment of the Mobile bill in twenty-six States than any other 
influence. 

28a has been the bone of contention. When the Mobile bill was pend- 
ing in the Virginia Legislature in February, 1912, Commissioner But- 
ton, one who drafted the bill, consented to the elimination of 28a, with 
the admission that that section had served its purpose, as it had been 
introduced by request of the Modern Woodmen of America to be used 
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as a club by the executive officers in increasing the rates upon their 
membership. Immediately after this admission became known, the 
Woodmen of the World, the second largest order in the United States, 
with over 600,000 members, through their executive board of the govern- 
ing body, enacted a resolution repudiating the Mobile bill and publicly 
announced that they would co-operate with any movement that would 
wipe the Mobile bill off the map. The principal organizations which 
stand for the Mobile bill are some of the oldest orders, which have been 
obliged to increase their rates to those of old-line life, and other soci- 
eties which have been organized upon the American Experience Table, 
and are really old line life companies operating as fraternal societies. 

At the August session of the Associated Fraternities of America, at 
St. Paul, Chas. E. Piper, who has been the principal advocate of the 
Mobile bill, in conjunction with Insurance Commissioners, admitted 
that the valuation provision (23a) was not what it should be and thought 
that it should be modified. The best friends of the Mobile bill have 
objected to 23a, the valuation provision. As a result of the strong 
opposition to 23a, and the criticism which has been raised in regard 
to it, and the practical demonstration of its dangerous character, as 
made by eminent actuaries, Insurance Commissioners have now prac- 
tically agreed to an amendment, or a modification of 23a, which will 
relieve the bill of this principal objection. It is also coneeded that 
Section 23, which has been pronounced unconstitutional by eminent 
authorities because of the exemption of large organizations which had 
100,000 lives exposed, will be amended in the States where it has been 
enacted, so that all organizations will be valued practically upon the 
same basis. 

It is a matter of record that there is no institution in this country 
which has made such wonderful progress, and which has improved -con- 
ditions from time to time, learning by experience, so much as the fra- 
ternal beneficiary societies. Without compulsion by law, these organi- 
zations, of their own accord and for their own advancement and bet- 
terment, have gradually made important changes in rates and manage- 
ment until we have to-day more than sixty organizations on the Na- 
tional Fraternal Congress Table, at least a score on the American 
Experience Table, and still other societies that are preparing for 
changes as rapidly as possible, 

The fraternal system of insurance, composed of approximately 200 
societies, over 8,000,000 members and $9,000,000,000 insurance, with more 
than $168,000,000 in assets, is indeed the most marvelous and successful 
institution of the people in the history of this country. All that we ask 


as fraternalists is a fair presentation of our side of the case. . You state: 
that THE SPECTATOR is published in the interests of all kinds of in- . 


surance, and that you intend to give fair play to all engaged in this 
great work. Therefore do not misrepresent to your readers that fra- 
ternal insurance is a failure when The Pocket Register and other Spec- 
tator publications show the amazing growth and sound condition of 
fraternal insurance. 

An army of fraternalists would be pleased to read this statement of 
our side of this case in the columns of THE SPECTATOR. 

Buffalo, N. Y., October 24, 1912. ' WALTER ALLEN RICE. 


THE HISTORY OF THE MOBILE BILL. 

In connection with the above letter, THe SPrEcTATOR has closely in- 
vestigated the matter and finds that the following are the facts con- 
cerning the origin, support, opposition and purposes of the Mobile bill: 

In the autumn of 1909 the Insurance Commissioners Committee on 
Fraternal Insurance addressed inquiries to all the fraternal benefit 
societies in the United.States concerning plan of organization, methods 
of government, forms of benefits and general conditions, and requested 


suggestions along the lines of a general law for the uniform regula- ° 


tion of this class of insurance in gll the States. For years the Com- 
missioners had been insisting on their uniform bill drafted at Balti- 
more in 1903, the National Fraternal Congress on its uniform bill and 
the Associated Fraternities of America on its bill, with the result that 
because of this three-cornered fight no progress was being made in 
attaining the object almost universally desired, uniformity of State 
regulation of fraternal insuranee. 

Following the replies, frequent conferences were held in Chicago and 
New York between the Commissioners and the fraternalists, in which 
all parties were heard patiently, whether affiliated with either of the 
two great National bodies of fraternalists or outside of both. Out of 
these conferences came a tentative bill, copies of which were sent to 
every fraternal society with requests for suggestions, criticisms and 
amendments. The National Fraternal Congress and the Associated 
Fraternities, in their convention in 1910, approved the main principles 
of this compromise measure, although many amendments were offered, all 
of which were referred to committees of conference, which were ap- 
pointed to meet with the Insurance Commissioners at their convention in 
Mobile. These conference committees were given plenary powers. 


At the Mobile convention it was a game of “give and take,” out of . 


which came the “Mobile bill’’ approved by the Commissioners in their 
convention and by the two fraternal conference committees, Immedi- 
ately thereafter, at Chicago, the executive committees of the two Na- 
tional fraternal aggregations separately and then jointly approved the 
bill agreed on at Mobile, and appointed a joint legislative committee 
to co-operate with the Insurance Commissioners in securing its enact- 
ment into law. : 

The bill was discussed from every view-point in the 1911 conven- 
tions of the Insurance Commissioners and of the two fraternal associ- 
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ations, and the vote on approval in each of these bodies was over- 
whelming. Again, in 1912, after hours and days of discussion, the 
majority for the bill was decisive, although it was admitted that a few 
changes in phraseology in some sections should be made to clarify the 
intent of the law. Thus, in the Associated Fraternities convention, of 
the nine societies recorded as voting against the bill in 1912, out of 
forty-seven, five explained that they approved the bill in the main, 
and voted against it only because of objection to the language employed 
in certain specific sections. To conciliate such societies as far as pos- 
sible, the resolution adopted by the Associated Fraternities was worded 
as follows: ‘‘Resolved, That the Associated Fraternities in convention 
assembled reaffirms its approval and endorsement of what is known as 
the Mobile bil and pledges its support to said measure, reserving to 
itself the right through its accredited committees to offer amendments 
thereto.” 

The statistical committees of the Associated Fraternities of America 
and the National Fraternal Congress give the following figures as indi- 
cative of the strength of these two organizations on January 1, 1912: 

Associated Fraternities of America, 47 societies, 3,460,165 members, 
$4,726,832,556 insurance; National Fraternal Congress, 42 societies, 
2,569,182 members, $3,077,342,614 insurance; combined total 89 societies, 
6,029,347 members, $7,804,175,180 insurance. 

That these two combinations represent the majority interests of fra- 
ternal insurance in this country is readily apparent from the following 
summaries of existing fraternal orders as of January 1, 1912: 178 soci- 
eties, 7,260,014 members, $9,044,617,858 insurance; Associated Fraternities 
of America and National Fraternal Congress 6,029,347 members, $7,804,- 
175,180 insurance; not in Associated Fraternities of America and Na- 
tional Fraternal Congress 1,230,667 members, $1,240,442,178 insurance. 

It would seem, therefore, that the Insurance Commissioners were 
justified in stating that the Associated Fraternities and National Fra- 
ternal Congress represent the bulk of fraternal insurance in this 
country which is thus favorable to the Mobile bill. 

It must not be thought that all the societies not affiliated with these 
two organizations are opposed to the Mobile bill. Indeed, a careful 
poll of such reveals the fact that more than half of the 1,230,667 mem- 
bers outside of these two bodies are in societies that approve the gen- 
eral principles of the bill. This was indicated at the meeting of the 
“insurgents’”’ in Chicago the first of October. Every society in the 
United States that was opposed to any provision in the bill whatsoever 
was urged to send representatives to that meeting. The Chicago 
Record-Herald reported that about fifty delegates, all told, were present. 
And of these the majority was in favor of the bill as a whole, so that 
all this much-heralded assemblage could do was to pass a resolution 
demanding the elimination of Section 23a of the bill. Apparently the 
rest of the bill is satisfactory even to the “insurgents.” 

Section 23 provides for valuation triennially, not as a test of solvency, 
as in legal reserve insurance, but to give publicity to actual conditions. 
It is not sufficient that a society has rates based upon the Natioaal 
Fraternal Congress Table or the American xperience Table. A society 
may collect premiums as high as those of legal reserve companies; but, 
if by careless or extravagant management funds ostensibly collected 
for mortuary and reserve purposes are dissipated by heavy expense of 
management, its high rates will not perpetuate it. As a matter of fact, 
some of the societies collecting the highest rates have the largest per 
capita management expenses. Valuation will disclose what reserves 
the society should have to fulfill its promises, If its collections are too 
small or are dissipated by too high expenses, its members and the public 
should be so informed, and steps should be taken to remedy the defect. 
That is the purpose of the valuation provided for in Section 23. 

Section 23a goes a step further. This provides that if the valuation 
Made as of December 31, 1914, shows that the society has less than 
ninety per cent of the funds on hand or in prospect—from rate contri- 
butions for losses—than it should have in order to keep its promises, it 
shall reduce its total deficiency five per cent every three years. Under 
this plan a society has fifty-four years in which to work off its deficiency, 
or, in other words, to come to within ten per cent of actuarial 
solvency. 

This is an attempt to give the American societies as much chance to 
“work out their salvation” as their English prototypes have had. The 
Manchester Unity of Odd Fellows took nearly fifty years to wipe out 
its deficiencies and stands to-day as a model of courage, honesty and 
skill] in the solution of the problems of fraternal insurance. It was de- 
Signed that Section 23a of the Mobile bill should afford the American 
Societies similar opportunities to solve their problems. 

Surely the rank and file of the membership of fraternal insurance 
Societies is to be congratulated on the opportunity now offered by the 
enactment ef the Mobile bill as a means to help in the solution of the 
Problems that have long menaced the stability and prosperity of the 
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fraternal insurance institution in this country. That the bill has 
already become operative by enactment in sixteen States and by Depart- 
mental rulings in some ten more is an indication that nearly all the 
societies in the land must now conform to it, and that it will in reason- 
able time be the law in every State for the regulation and benefit of 
fraternal insurance. 





Platform of the National Association of Life Underwriters 
for 1912-13. 


At the meeting of the Pittsburg Life Underwriters Association on 
Saturday, November 9, the executive officers of the National Associa- 
tion, in accordance with an old custom, were the guests of honor. A 
warm welcome was given President Neil D. Sills, and in his address he 
outlined the platform of his administration, in part, as follows: 


We now have seventy associations with a membership of 2649. There are 
still some cities of over 100,000 and a few States that have no association, We 
will this year carry on the great extension work by forming new associations in 
the cities and States that are ripe for this progressive step, and will endeavor to 
reach the men in the association centers that are not now members. For the 
man’s own good, and for the good of the profession, every eligible man carrying 
a rate book should be a member of his local association. We want the soliciting 
agents as well as the managers and general agents. We are impressed that a 
few of the associations are not doing what they should because of the inactivities 
of some of the stronger members. We will this year visit these associations and 
counsel with the members with the view of stimulating them to greater activity. 


Tue Pusriciry Movement, 


A very important forward step was taken when the National Association of 
Life Underwriters in annual convention passed the resolution authorizing the 
president of this association to appoint a committee of five with power to confer 
with like committees of any other insurance bodies to devise ways and means for 
greater publicity in life insurance, for some non-partisan campaign of adver- 
tising and conservation, and for a concerted movement to inaugurate a cam- 
paign of education through lectures or addresses and through a more general 
adoption of educational opportunities for the younger generation; and to act on 
any plan approved by the executive council of this association, whether in con- 
junction with such other bodies or an independent movement inenguented by this 
association. This opens up a great field of work, and is one of the most im- 
portant steps taken in years. Fie strong publicity committee is already hard at 
work. I am going to do all within my power to help this great movement, and I 
hope that a special committee, to be knawn as the publicity and educational com- 
mittee, will be formed in each local association to aid and to work under the 
direction of the national committee. : 

We have unquestionably reached the hour for bigger and broader things, and 
every live man is hearing the great altruistic call. * * Some forty of our 
leading universities are now teaching insurance. These straws certainly show 
which way the wind is blowing, * * * 





The Homicide Record of 1911. 


In the issue of THe SpecraTor for October 3 there was printed an 
article under the above title which has attracted considerable interest 
throughout the country. The article and tables connected therewith 
showed a high percentage of homicides in Southern cities, which has 
led some of the newspapers of that section to call attention to the pre- 
ponderance of negro homicides. The Memphis Commercial Appeal, in a 
recent issue, under the heading “Misleading Statistics,” comments 
editorially as follows: 


In a recent issue of Tue Spectator, an insurance journal, there appears a 
table of homicides of the cities of the United States, and in this table Memphis 
leads all of the rest. S ; ‘ 

This statement shows that during 1911 there were 85 homicides in Memphis, or 
63.4 per 100,000. In Charleston, cd C., in the same year there were 25 homicides, 
or 42,8 per 100,000. The other cities enjoying a malodorous distinction for 
homicides were Savannah, New Orleans, Atlanta, Louisville, Nashville, St. Louis, 
San Francisco, Cincinnati, Chicago, Spokane, Seattle, Washington, b. ed and 
Manhattan. 

This would be a bad showing for Memphis if the statistics were correct, but they 
are not. Our 1911 homicide record was bad enough, we admit, but not so bad as 
the article in Tue Spectator would have it. 

According to. the records of the superintendent of the Board of Health, there 
were 67 homicides in Memphis in 1911. Even this figure would cause us to top 
the list, but this much is to be said. f : 

In 1911 there were 15 white homicides in a white population of 79,000, or a 
percentage of 18,91 per 100,000 for whites. There were 52 negro killings in a 
population of 53,000, which would bring the negro percentage up to 98 for every 
100,000. od 

The records in the health office exaggerate the real situation, for the reason that 
all the deaths at the hospital from gunshot and knife wounds are counted as 
homicides, even if the fighting is done in other States. ASS Wes 

It is a well-known fact that when our friends in Northern Mississippi, Eastern 
Arkansas or Western Tennessee have a serious shooting affair, an the victim 
does not die immediately, it is the custom to send him to Memphis for hospital 
and sugrical attention. ; 

George Ross, police reporter for The Commercial Appeal, keeps a record of all 
homicides as they eccur. Mr. Ress says last year there were 50 homicides proper 
in Memphis. Of that number, ® were white and 41 were negroes. ; 

Our killing percentage, using the Ross figures, on a basis of 132,000, is 38 per 
100,000. Our killing percentage, then, for white population is about 11 per 
100,000. Our killing percentage, however, for negroes is 77 for each 100,000. 

Of course, there is more killing in Memphis than there should be, but when the 
statistics are analyzed it will be found that the white people of Memphis are ex- 
ceedingly careful of killing one another. Last year six white persons killed 
negroes, and of these killings three were done by police, one by a deputy sheriff 
and one by a night watchman, One white private citizen killed a negro. These 
five persons were killed in the act of violating the law. 

One white man last year was killed by a negro. 

The negroes, however, confine their killing to their own race. Northern people 
reading this story might think that the Memphis negross are exceedingly lawless, 
The fact is that the Memphis native negro is about the best of his race. Memphis 
is a river town, and there is a great deal of transient labor here. Many unde- 
sirable negroes in other localities run into Memphis for a refuge, The killing 
is confined to this unattached and worthless class. 


Fire Insurance 


—A $650,000 life insurance policy has been issued by Lloyds London on five 
elephants owned by the John Robinson circus. The animals were examined by a 
veterinarian and are covered by life insurance for a period of ten years and 
against accident perpetually. 

—The Travelers of Hartford announces the following appointments and trans- 
fers in its life and accident departments: Special agents: W. Henry Walker, 
Indianapolis, Ind., transferred to Cincinnati, Ohio; Wm. T. Gouert, Hartford, 
Conn., transfered to Reading, Pa.; C, E. Castle, Hartford, Conn., transferred to 
sridgeport, Conn.; B. J. McGrath, Reading, Pa., transferred to St. Louis, Mo.. 
Jas. B. Moody, cashier, Des Moines, appointed special agent; A. H. Meinke, 
special agent, Springfield, Mass., and Benjamin R. Phelps, special agent, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

—The Sun Life of Canada has offered a group insurance contract covering the 
employees of large firms at a low cost. It provides, among other things, for a 
pension, to be payable for five years, guaranteed after the insured reaches the 
age of sixty, whether he lives or not, and in the event of his living beyond that 
length of time the policy will continue to be payable during the remainder of his 
lifetime. If death occurs or the contract is surrendered before the age of sixty, 
all premiums paid shall be returned with three per cent compound interest. 


INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE 














_The Man Who Meddled. 


The industrial agent mopped his brow and stopped to talk. It was a 
hot day, business was at a standstill, and he seized the first opportunity 
to knock off and ‘“‘chin.’”’ ‘I’ve had a rotten day—bad collections, and 
lost a policyholder,” said he, with a smile. ‘You see, there’s an old, 
grouchy, bigoted preacher down the street, and he’s a bachelor. Sev- 
eral years ago I was making a house-to-house canvass and called on 
him. He nearly went crazy when I said ‘insurance’ to him—said it was’ 
only a gamble, and of the ‘worst sort at that, and finally chased me out. 
I got even with him, though. Went around later when he was out and 
wrote the old woman that keeps house for him for $500. She was 
frightened to death that he would find out about it and dismiss her. 
Well, sooner or later he did find out, and then the struggle started. 
He kept everlastingly at her to drop the policy, and every time I called 
for a collection I had to persuade her to continue it. It was wit against 
wit and argument against argument, but to-day the preacher won and 
lost. The housekeeper lapsed.’’ The industrial agent laughed out- 
right. I looked at him inquiringly. “Won and lost—what do you 
mean?” ‘Well, you see, neither of us ever told him that he was named 
as beneficiary in that contract’; and the industrial agent went on his 
way. 





—Salvatore Gayliano has been appointed assistant manager of the 
Colonial Life of Newark at Union, Pa. 

—A. H. Buley, agent at Portland, Ore., for the Prudential of Newark, 
is credited with saying: ‘“‘Any green agent can write some insurance, 
but a blue one can’t.” 

—W. H. Bisp has been appointed assistant manager of the Colonial 
Life of Jersey City at New York, and J. H. Mitchell has been made 
assistant manager at Haston, Pa. 

—Samuel Denison has been promoted from assistant in the Camden 
district to superintendent at Elizabeth, N. J., for the Prudential of 
Newark. Mr. Denison has been with the Prudential since 1895, and was 
made assistant in 1902. 

—W. H. Hontske has been appointed superintendent at Columbia, 
S. C., for the Metropolitan Life of New York, to succeed Milton Luke, 
who has been transferred to Long Island as superintendent of that ter- 
ritory. Mr. Luke has made a record in South Carolina, and took an 
active part in the State underwriters’ association. Mr. Hontske has 
been elected to membership in the association. 


FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NEW YORK SURVEYS. 

English Manager in New York.—Albert H. Heal, general man- 
ager of the State Assurance Company, Ltd., of Liverpool, who has 
been on an extended trip through Canada and the United States, 
spent several days last week in New York. 

Appoint New York Agents.—Newman & MacBain of New York 
have been appointed metropolitan agents for the Minneapolis Fire 
and Marine of Minneapolis, effective immediately. The appointment 
was made by Secretary Alfred Stinson. The Minneapolis Fire and 
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Marine has held a license for transacting business in New York for 
some time, and confined its acceptance to contract reinsurance, but 
this has been terminated, and it will now do a direct business. The 
company has restricted its operations almost exclusively to the 
Middle West. 

C. A. Siebold in Firm.—C. A. Siebold has been admitted to the 
firm of Jones & Whitlock of New York. Mr. Siebold has been with 
that firm for a number of years. 


J. G. Case Appointed Special Agent.—John G. Case, who was 
formerly connected with Crum & Foster of New York, has been 
appointed special agent for the Vulcan Fire of New York. 


E. S. Clayton on Chemistry of Fire——The Round Table Order of 
the Insurance Society of New York will hold its first meeting on 
Tuesday, the 19th instant, in the Library at 5:15 P. M. Ernest S. 
Clayton, C. E., of the Hudson Inspection Bureau, will talk on “The 
Chemistry of Fire,” with chemical experiments showing the cause 
of coal and flour dust explosions, back drafts, spontaneous combus- 
tion and the collapse of unprotected steel buildings. 


The Accountant and the Insurance Department.—S. H. Wolfe, 
consulting actuary, will talk before the accountancy branch of the 
Insurance Society of New York on Monday, November 18, on “The 
Accountant and the Insurance Department.” The meeting will be 
held in the library at 5:15 P. M. 


Claim Interest in Fire Prevention.—From some of the literature 
issued by the women’s clubs in this city we learn that the fair sex is 
destined to play a prominent part in the associated effort for fire pre- 
vention. They claim an interest in this subject which nobody can deny, 
and are eager to prove by works that they can be efficient helpers in 
the cause. There is plenty of room for the women in fire prevention 
work, and we hope they will be encouraged in learning how they can 
be most efficient. 


An Old Complaint.—This is the kind of complaint often heard and 
seldom satisfied concerning the Exchange rates: A merchant of this 
city used to live in an apartment house below Fiftieth street, which 
was of ordinary construction and was built in 1872. In this building 
he obtained insurance on furniture at the rate of thirty cents for three 
years. Last May he removed to a new so-called fireproof apartment 
house farther up town, and provided with various modern appliances 
for arresting fires, and is required to pay thirty-three cents for in- 
surance on furniture for one year. No explanation is obtainable 


' without considerable red tape and formality, and the owner’s broker 


has had no success in finding the reason. 


Railroad has Insurance Fund.—The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
has an insurance fund which, according to the annual report recently 
issued, amounts to $1,326,962. The details of its operation show that 
the credits for premiums during the year amounted to $277,617, for 
reinsurance collected (large risks. turned over to regular companies 
probably) $183,759, and return premiums $5155; total, $466,522. Per 
contra, the losses were $247,661, paid for reinsurance $160,189, and 
miscellaneous expenses $3228; total, $413,075—showing a gain of 
$52,453. Which is fictitious, because the railroad paid five times that 
sum toward the premium account. The property insured included 
marine risks. 


Stopped from Soliciting Western Business—The New York 
Insurance Department has stopped representatives of a Western inter- 
insurance concern from soliciting risks of brewers in several cities in 
the western part of the State. The inter-insurers from Kansas City 
and other cities are no respecter of persons, and it is believed offer 
their policies all over the State with as much freedom as if they were 
regularly authorized to transact business in its limits free from any 
restriction. 

Joke on Chicago Journals—The Hanover has taken over the 
reinsurance of the Insurance Company of the State of Illinois. The 
joke seems to be on the insurance journals of Chicago and other cities, 
who persistently denied up to the end of last week that such re- 
insurance was in contemplation. 

Merchants Association Takes Credit—The Merchants Association 
of this city is taking credit for the success in effecting a compromise 
between the Exchange and the Public Service Commission relative to 
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the subway connections, but are willing to extend thanks to the In- 
surance Department for efficient help. There is still some confusion as 
to the limit of the fifteen-day builders’ risk without charge and the 
relation it bears to the fifteen days’ mechanics’ clause in the standard 
policy. 

Non-Concurrent Insurance.—Another instance of poor brokers’ 
service turned up in a loss adjustment the other day, in which non- 
concurrent policies appeared covering in front, middle and rear con- 
necting buildings with nothing on all but a portion on contents of each 
of the buildings. It was a mixed-up affair which defied amiability, 
and was finally disposed of by the rule of thumb. The coinsurance 
clauses in the policies and the valuations in each building simply made 
a muddle upon the usual conditions of settling non-concurrent policies 
after a loss, 

Proposed Retaliation.—A funny incident is reported in connection 
with a settlement of a loss of $125, which amount was not at all 
satisfactory to the insured’s broker, and who is alleged to have made 
a threat that unless a larger sum was forwarded all business relations 
with a well-known fire insurance agency would be severed. Of course, 
this threat had no effect upon the adjustment, but it illustrates the 
effrontery of the broker in proposing retaliation. 

Contract Withdrawn.—It is stated that the contract between the 
Sovereign of Canada and the Citizens of Baltimore (for a reinsurance 
of the policies of the Franklin of Washington) was canceled by notice 
of November 2, by reason of the failure in the payment of the $15,000 
required by the agreement to be paid by the Sovereign. 


May be Taken Before Department.—According to the information 
gleaned by brokers, the recent movement to dispute the right of the 
loan companies to contract fire insurance on mortgaged property is 
likely to come before the Superintendent of Insurance in the form of a 
protest from the brokers who are left out in the cold. It is difficult 
to see what the Insurance Department has to do with the matter, but 
the parties who are active in the movement propose to have the 
opinion of the Department as to the rights of brokers who hold State 
licenses, and to learn whether they are to be held responsible without 
some protection. 





CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 

Secures Agency of Globe Fire of San Antonio.—Frank R. Thomp- 
son of Chicago has been appointed agent for the Globe Fire of San 
Antonio, Tex., for surplus lines in all the Central Western States. 

On Missouri Committee.—The resignation of G. H. Lermit ‘vas 
received at a recent meeting of the Missouri committee of the Western 
Union, and Charles H. Barry was appointed in his place. 

Death of Mrs. G. H. Lermit.—Manager G. H. Lermit of the 
Northern has the sympathy of his friends in the death of his wife, 
which occurred last week in Chicago. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Fire Prevention Day.—Fire Prevention Day in Massachusetts was 
a great success. November 9, the fortieth anniversary of the great 
Boston fire, was selected by Governor Foss as the most fitting day 
to observe the event, and his proclamation was admirable in every 
respect. Boston newspapers, notably The Herald and Globe, and a 
number of dailies throughout the State followed up the suggestions of 
Governor Foss that the newspapers help out in giving publicity to the 
purpose of the day, and especial attention was given by Mayor Fitz- 
gerald to inculcating thoughts for fire prevention into the schools. 
The Boston Board of Underwriters displayed prominently the follow- 
ing advertisement in the Boston papers: 

If, in carrying out the suggestions of the Governor’s proclamation 
for the observance of this day, you will spend at least one hour in 
carefully inspecting and studying your own premises with relation to 
Possible fire-producing or fire-spreading conditions, and will proceed 
to remedy them, the day will be well observed, both in your own 
interest and that of the community. 

Only one fire insurance company—the Liverpool and London and 
Globe—did any individual advertising on the strength of the day, 
although a number of the officers in the city, among whom were 
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Cyrus Brewer & Co., Field & Cowles and John C. Page & Co., dis- 
played in their windows interesting pictures, reminiscences of the 
great fire which nearly devastated the entire city. 

Boston Board’s New Officers.—On Tuesday last the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters elected these officers: President, A. S. Lovett; 
vice-president, E. F. Woods; secretary, F. E. Cabot; treasurer, A. J. 
Lewis. During the past year 12,597 rating cards were issued, and 
Hyde Park was taken under the Board’s jurisdiction. Over 15,000 
inspections were made, and defects were corrected in 3360 buildings. 

Agency Transferred.—The Boston agency of the Virginia Fire and 
Marine of Richmond has been transferred to the newly-organized firm 
of Cate & Sears. 

Get New Agency.—The local representation of the Dutchess Fire 
of Poughkeepsie was transferred last week to Frank Gair Macomber 
& Co. Upon the consolidation of the Nassau and Dutchess the 
consolidated company will also be represented by Frank Gair 
Macomber. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


Appointed Assistant to Mr. Bates.—Fred. W. Neuber, for many 
years counterman for the C. L. Harper & Co. agency, goes with the 
Liverpool and London and Globe of Liveprool as assistant to Mr. 
Bates. 


New Agency.—Hare & Chase have been appointed agents of the 
Liverpool and London and Globe of New York. 

Appointed Agents.—Paul Hertel & Co. have been appointed Phila- 
delphia agents of the Lincoln Fire of Chambersburg. 

Loss Not Total.—Companies insuring the Medlar & Holmes Shoe 
Company at Fourth and George streets, which burned a few weeks 
ago, will doubtless be agreeably surprised to learn that loss will not be 
total, as was first thought. While the adjustment has not been com- 
pleted it has been found that some machinery and stock could be 
handled to mutual advantage. 

Up-Town Agents.—The American Union of Philadelphia has ap- 
pointed W. W. Lee & Son up-town agents. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


William H. Hotchkiss to Head New Motor Companies. 


The National Motor Insurance Co. of New York and the National Mo- 
tor Indemnity, also of New York, which are being organized by William 
B. Joyce, president of the National Surety of New York, and 
others, will be headed as president by William H. Hotchkiss, for- 
merly Superintendent of Insurance of New York State. The date when 
he will assume charge has not yet been announced. The companies 
will not only seek the business of the manufacturer and dealer in auto- 
mobiles, but will endeavor to secure the accounts of brokers, and will 
maintain a large agency plant. They will transact all lines of fire and 
casualty insurance in addition to making a specialty of the automobile 
business. 








Eastern Union to Meet at New York November 21. 


The annual meeting of the Eastern Union will 1: held Thursday, 
November 21, at the rooms of the Downtown Association, New York. 
The meeting will be called to order at 11 o’clock. Only routine busi- 
ness will be transacted, and the reports of the various committees will 
be heard. 





Death of Benjamin R. Stillman. 


Benjamin Rhodes Stillman, formerly secretary of the National Fire of 
Hartford, died at his home in that city recently, following a long illness. 
He was forced to retire from active business March 31, 1912, owing to 
impaired health, and had since that time gradually declined. Mr. Still- 
man was born March 31, 1852, at Adams, N. Y., and his mature years 
were spent almost entirely in the fire insurance business. He was at 
one time president of the New England Fire Insurance Exchange and or- 
ganizer of the Insurance Library Association of Boston, and an organizer 
of the First Board of Inspection. He had been with the National Fire 
since March 31, 1890. 
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Hanover Fire Reinsures Insurance Company of the State 
of Illinois. 


The entire business of the Insurance Company of the State of Llli- 
nois, of Rockford, has been reinsured in the Hanover Fire of New York. 
The Illinois company enjoyed a large and choice business in that State, 
as well as operating in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and 
Ohio, and this, added to the business in Illinois of the Hanover, gives 
it an exceptionally strong position. The Insurance Company of the 
State of Illinois was organized in 1895, and its total assets, as of Janu- 
ary 1, last, were $1,010,121, including $398,109 reinsurance reserve and 
$101,890 net assets. In 1910 its farm business was reinsured in the 
American of Newark. C. F. Henry of Rockford, IIl., is president, and 
Joel Hubbell is secretary. 





Proposed Wisconsin Fire Insurance Legislation. 


Commissioner of Insurance H. L. Ekern of Wisconsin, at the request 
of the Wisconsin Legislative Fire Insurance Investigating Committee, 
is sending out a draft of a tentative bill referring to rates and methods 
in fire insurance and to inspections for the purpose of fire prevention. 
In connection therewitb he sends a series of questions to which answers 
are requested, and also additional questions as to whether the law 
should prohibit all co-operation between companies or agents in fix- 
ing rates; whether the law should permit or require such co-operation 
between companies; whether such co-operation should be permitted, 
with a right of review by State authorities on the question of discrim- 
ination in rates; whether rates should be fixed by a State Board, the 
companies remaining free to accept or reject risks at rates so fixed, 
and whether the fire insurance business should beeome a_ public 
monopoly. 

The bill sent out for inspection and criticism requires that every com- 
pany shall maintain or be a member of an inspection bureau, but shall 
not be a member of more than one such bureau; that the rates made by 
such bureau shall be binding as to any risk written by a member; that 
reports of all policies issued, etc., shall be made to the inspection 
bureau and approved or disapproved by it; that inspection bureaus shall 
file schedules with the Commissioner of Insurance, make an inspection 
of every risk specifically rated by it (with reinspections under certain 
circumstances), and make a rate upon every property insured or pro- 
posed to be insured by any member of the bureau, etc. All rates shall 
be reviewable before the Commissioner of Insurance upon a question 


of discrimination, and rates for the entire State shall be reviewable. 


before a special commission as to discrimination. It is provided that 
the rates in force October 1, 1912, shall be the maximum rates to be 
charged by an insurer until different rates have been fixed through its 
inspection bureau, under the requirements of this proposed law, which 
also provides that all risks shall be rated by the bureau before January 
1, 1914. Inspection bureaus must report to the Commissioner of Insur- 
ance, and are subject to periodical examinations by that officer. Any 
agreements between insurers or inspection bureaus must be for the 
benefit of and open to the public, and must be filed with the Commis- 
sioner of Insurance. Provision is made for the use of uniform blanks 
relating to inspections, and also for reports and schedules of fees. 
Forms describing the property insured must be uniform in all policies 
upon the same property. Every policy shall contain an agreement on 
the part of the insurer to make or procure inspections of the property 
insured at certain intervals, and reports of such inspection must be 
filed with the inspection bureau. A copy of such report is also required 
to be given to the insured, and if any violations of any law or ordinance 
are disclosed thereby a copy shall be forwarded to the State Fire 
Marshal. 

In conjunction with the above-described documents, Commissioner 
Ekern sends out the following arguments in its favor, under the head- 
ing “Competition er Co-operation’: 

Co-operation by fire insurance agencies is to-day prohibited by anti- 
compact and anti-trust laws. It is absolutely essential to economy and 
efficiency. It is unobjectionable if public, open to equal participation, 
and if acts against the public interest are prohibited. 

Fire insurance premiums are a tax which should be distributed with- 
out discrimination in the rates. 

Blanks and practices should be uniform. 

The ends sought are soundness, equity, efficiency and economy. 

Any plan must encourage reduction of fire losses. 

These purposes can best be accomplished by co-operation. 

Fire prevention must be advanced through improved construction and 


inspections. 
Both require an active interest on the part of the owner. 







Inspection is a service to the propertyowner, but frequently misunder- 
stood and sometimes opposed. 





































































A policy agreement to inspect periodically would: , 

(a) Convince owner that his premiums pay for inspection. 

(b) Make owner insist on the inspection. s 

(c) Make inspection more thorough. d 

(d) Make recommendations more important to owner. 4 f 

(e) Change owner’s attitude from hostility to co-operation. 

(f) Direct attention to fire prevention. 

(g) Promptly reduce fire loss. . 
The plan would succeed existing rating methods without disturbance. 0 
It allows the companies fullest freedom. t 
The plan is capable of continued development. 

Above are some of the arguments for the plan. Please add others, 
either for or against. ; 





Refuses Permission to File New Rate Schedule. 


Commissioner Frank Blake of the Missouri Insurance Department has 
issued an order rejecting the basis schedules upon which the new fire a 
insurance rates are based, and characterizes them as unjust, unreason- 
able and discriminatory. This action means that companies which are 
now preparing their new rates will not be permitted to file them with 
the Department, and is in effect a suspension of the new rating law and 











an enforcement of the old competitive rates in that State. It is under- 
stood that companies will file their new rates, however, for approval, r 
and if Commissioner Blake refuses to accept them mandamus proceed- E 
ings will probably be resorted to. Mr. Blake says he found the basic u 
schedule rates as filed by the Missouri Actuarial Bureau, which pre- 
pared and filed them, to be higher than the old rates and unfair to the is 
people of Missouri. m 
ir 
F 
Kansas Supreme Court Decides in Favor of Companies. 

The long-pending litigation in the Kansas courts started by former te 
Attorney-General Jackson, charging that fire insurance companies were es 
engaged in an unlawful combination to maintain insurance rates in Mv 
violation of the anti-trust law, has been decided in favor of the com- 
panies by the Kansas Supreme Court. It was held by the court that n 
the anti-trust law so far as it relates to fire insurance was repealed by Y 
the enactment of the State rating law several years ago, and that the i 
public benefits sought by the Attorney-General have been gained by the it: 
rating law. The anti-trust law sought to prevent the companies from pe 
combining to make and maintain rates. The State rating law compels ac 
them to make uniform rates and punishes them for deviations from the pl 
set schedule. The court therefore refused to grant the injunction T 
asked for. m 

y 
Agency Changes in Oklahoma. 
OKLAHOMA CITY, November 9.—The agency of Preston & Moore, at 
Geary, Okla., has been transferred to C. W. Trippy. The agency of J. C. 
Whiteside at Foraker has been transferred to A. H. Tomlin. The com- 
panies represented by E. C. Wallace at Sapulpa have been transferred to 
George A. Smith. The firm of Kirkland, Miller & Pickens, local agents at 
at Muskogee, has been dissolved, Mr. Miller retiring. J. A. Stevens, new 4 
special agent for the Westchester Fire of New York in Oklahoma, has th 
taken up his duties. The companies formerly represented by A. E. m 
Richey at Caddo have been transferred to Harry D. Pierson. The of 
Springfield Fire and Marine of Springfield has transferred its agency at ‘ 
Grandfield from Simpson & Manning to P. K. Owen. The Springfield 4 
agency at Goodwell has also been transferred from J. W. Fulton to ci 
J. C. Jacobs. C. T. Burns of Muskogee has been appointed agent for ci 
the Camden Fire of Camden. st 
re 

—The Globe and Rutgers of New York has been licensed in Iowa. m 

—The Vulcan Fire of New York has appointed George M. Cobb & Co. of In- pa 
dianapolis general agents in Indiana. m 

—W. L. Braerton has been appointed special agent for the farm department be 
of the Hartford Fire of Hartford in Colorado, with headquarters at Denver. M 

—J. A. Moriarity, chief clerk of the Western department of the California ap 
Fire of San Francisco, has resigned to beeome Indiana State agent of the 
Columbian Fire of Indianapolis, which is about to begin business. 

—The Rollins & Benedict Company of Chicago have been appointed United ' 
States representatives of the Salamandre of Paris for surplus-line business. St 
The company was formerly represented by E. T. Marshall & Co. of Chicago. m: 

—Orison Ellis has been elected president of the Ohio Commonwealth, which { fir 
is being organized at Cleveland, to succeed his father, W. A. Ellis, who has : > 
moved from that city to Bellevue. H. G. Burns is acting secretary and treasurer. se 

—George Heller, Jr., formerly a local agent at Sheboygan, has been appointed of 
special agent in Wisconsin for the Calumet Fire of Chicago. C. W. Hutchinson mi 
of Detroit, who had this field, will devote himself to Michigan, Ohio and fai 

Ce! 
Indiana. ra 

—George Simonton, assistant secretary of the Mercantile Fire and the Mer- le: 
cantile Underwriters of Denver, has been appointed manager of the Rocky Ke 
Mountain Board. Assistant Manager D. W. Canfield, who has had charge during : 80 
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the prolonged illness of Manager Burns, will retire as soon as the new manager 
becomes familiar with his duties, 

—The suit filed by the Union Mutual Fire of Enid, Okla., against Commis- 
sioner Ballard of the Oklahoma Insurance Department for $90,000 has been 
dismissed. The company claimed that Commissioner Ballard had improperly re- 
fused it a license. 


—The Oklahoma Retailers Association is understood to be laying plars for the 
establishment of a State rating bureau, and has asked the support of the members 
of the legislature for its legislative programme, which includes an abolishment of 
the present rating system. 

—Ralph C. Clark, executive special agent for the Starkweather & Shepley com- 
panies, has been appointed to a similar position with the Yorkshire of York, 
England, in Ohio, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan and Wisconsin. The change be- 
comes effective December 1. 

—Articles of incorporation of the Rau Appraisal Company of Milwaukee have 
been approved at Madison, with capital stock of $15,000, to do a general 
appraisal business and adjust fire losses. Henry C. Rau, William F. Worcester 
and Henry F. Birkholz are the incorporators. 

—The rules adopted at the Atlantic City meeting of the Western Union were 
confirmed at the annual meeting of the joint supervising committee of the moun- 
tain field. December 1 has been set as the date on which the conference agree- 
ment and the new working rules are to be put into effect. 

—George De Forest Dominick, examiner in the Western department of the 
Phenix of Hartford, died suddenly at home at Cincinnati from heart failure. 
He was born September 27, 1857, and had been with the Phoenix since 1879. 
He was at one time special agent for the company in North Dakota. 

—Bernard Faymonville, vice-president of the Firemans Fund of San Francisco, 
is receiving the deep sympathy of his friends, owing to the sad death of his 
mother in Chicago. He had gone to that city to see her and was aroused early 
in the morning at his hotel by a telephone message announcing her death. Mrs. 
Faymonville was seventy years of age and was a pioneer resident of Chicago. 

—The Twin City Fire Insurance Company of Minneapolis, Minn., is expected 
to begin active business January 1, 1913. Eight hundred agencies have been 
established in the towns and cities of Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin and Canada. It is the intention of the company’s management to 
confine its operation to these sections for the time being. The company will 
move into its new quarters in the new Elk Club building, Minneapolis, November 
15, 1912. : 

—The Bankers and Merchants Fire Insurance Company of Minneapolis, Minn., 
according to the officials of that concern, has now subscribed for about $600,000 of 
its intended $1,000,000 of capital and surplus. Although this company is ex- 
pected to be prepared to begin business about January 1, it is intended to defer 
active writing for a few weeks after that date in order to arrange more com- 
pletely its agency organization. At present about 250 agencies are provided for. 
This company will apply for admission to North Dakota, South Dakota, Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Texas and New York State. F. H. Ross & Son of New 
York city will probably be the metropolitan district agents for the company. 





THE SOUTH. 


South-Eastern Underwriters Association Meeting. 

The semi-annual meeting of the South-Eastern Underwriters Associ- 
ation was held on Tuesday last at Washington, D. C. No successor to 
the late A. B. Andrews, as manager, was chosen, and until the annual 
meeting the secretary, J. 8. Raine, Jr., will act as manager. The action 
of the committee in establishing State bureaus was approved; the 
executive was given authority to revise the list of second and third class 
cities, and to extend the use of the coinsurance clause to second class 
cities entitled thereto; the loss payable clause was made advisory in- 
stead of mandatory; the special committee on unprofitable classes and 
revision of tariff was continued; no change was made in prohibition of 
market value clause; a rule was adopted forbidding membership to com- 
panies operating underwriters’ agencies, unless the latter were also 
members; the re-establishment of the Virginia committee was voted to 
be inexpedient, and committees to draft resolutions in memory of 
Messrs. Andrews, Correa, Stockdell, Thomas, Lumby and Stillman were 
appointed. 





Kentucky Board Thinks Modification Should Be Made. 


LOUISVILLE, November 11.—It has been reported from Frankfort, the 
State capital, that the State Insurance Board, which is compiling infor- 
mation to be used in connection with a decision on the protest of the 
fire insurance companies against the new dwelling rates, which were 
Tecently promulgated, will not go to Chicago, as it had intended, to 
Secure data direct from the offices of Western managers. It is practi- 
cally convinced, so an unofficial report has it, that some modification 
of the rates originally announced ought to be made, as the figures sub- 
mitted by most of the companies showing their experience in Kentucky 
failed to prove the contention that dwelling business had produced ex- 
cessive profits. Comparison has been made by the State Board with 
Fates charged in other States, such as Missouri; but the record of at 
least one important company, which had a loss ratio of 47 per cent in 
Kentucky, indicated a loss ratio of 105 per cent in Missouri last year, 
80 that there is little argument to be made on that score. 
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Texas Risk , Premiums and Losses Classified. 


Below will be found the combined classification totals for Texas, for all companies reporting 
to the Texas State Insurance Board, for the year July 1, 1911, to June 30, 1912. This table, 
with the loss ratios appended by Tue Specrator, will give a fair idea of the profit or loss on 
various classes of risks. 




















Ratio 
: Number of 
CLASSIFICATION. Liability | Premiums.| Adjusted tC) Losses 
Assumed. Losses. Fires. | to Pre- 
miums. 
3 3 
Dwellings and furniture— . % 

Owner-—Frame....... 20.0000. 227,010,371) 1,759,712) 1,368,900 3,538) 77.9 

Tenant—-Frame. ..og.sceseves. 104,739,622 987,364 674,360. 2,225) 68.3 

OWE HE Rans sb nccecncccesene 12,010,946 56,047 32,036 110) 57.1 

"TORUME—TIEIEK. os encccceescces 4,029,710 32,106 7,179 35] 22.3 
Barns, stables, outhouses—Private. . 9,292,788 121,405 59,777 230; 49.2 
Automobile garages—Private....... 540,344 8,731 1,381 19} 15.8 
Apartment houses................ 2,141,768 19,396 3,613 24, 18.6 
Boarding and rooming houses. . .. . . 6,815,081 104,513 68,686 170} 65.7 
Churches— 

PRM codaeeinsecedatnsavanane 3,646,738 34,672 16,802 43| 48.4 

DM vetas kiiavacneeeneraacces 5,655,416 33,258 53,351 68) 160.4 
Schools, coll., convents, libraries— 

BOD. cor wecicenesenspeg oe gues 3,624,743 39,309 48,644 61| 123.7 

a PODER 12,925,437 102,277 20,089 93} 19.6 
Automobile insurance (Texas floater 

a. eee a heecve ses 727,059 15,746 22,520 50) 143.1 
Mercantile buildings—Brick........ 69,247,933 998,188 755,587 1,529} 75.7 
Contents of mercantile buildings— 

MN tes ran hkaee kn nen Pn eat 111,097,440} 1,660,531) 1,432,960 2,575. 86.2 

Df, SR RET Beer eae 29,156,745 802,796 642,791 963; 80.0 
ROPPUID. 6 09.0 48. Weeen cele ob vieiedk 131,477 2,225 360 6 16.1 
Bakeries and candy factories....... 575,546 10,659 12,726 36) 119.4 
Bottling works—Steam............ 388,960 775 1 : ee 
| eS Se ee ree 1,788,668 16,427 3,591 49, 21.8 
Brick, tile and terra cotta works... . 242,625 9,220) 10,067 8} 109.1 
Builders’ risks........... Rsbaerrct 7,154,765 84,514 41,767 46); 49.4 
CEE BEM cs d 804 bcnceeereseb ae 288,749 i  xctctek: esukes phe 
COA MONI isk cern e csv veredes 1,547,717 19,276 1,150 22; 5.9 
Coal and wood yards.............. 147,322 2,255) 37 1 1.6 
Courthouses and city halls......... 5,593,866 40,018 38,471 34) 96.1 
Cotton compresses and warehouses— 

Ce ee ee 7,030,651 162,551) 1,307,178 296) 804.4 
Cotton not stored—Yards and comp. 10,201,191 233,287 378,099 411} 162.1 
CONTRIB: oad. och oe bthh dy dae ss 5,718,867 265,652 177,217 297) 66.7 
CORDS se Sod oe ccotanenke 278,221 2,805 251 3 8.9 
Cotton seed oil mills.............. 7,819,641 140,896 109,486 107| 77.7 
OE acy ccdinexanndavdt ous 179,995 3,641 603 1} 16.5 
Creosoting works. ..........-..++- 389,745 ME. + weownek” Bikess Rate 
Dry cleaning—Large.............. 22,271 De: .wecacel. “babeed HE 
Electric light and power plants..... 2,325,151 29,143 794 11 9.7 
Electric railway properties......... 2,849,435 27,17 4,289 47| 15.7 
Fireproof and semi-fireproof buildings 10,730,639 44,831 4,108 71 9.1 
Contents of fireproof and semi-fire- 

proof buildings. ...............- 3,543,894 19,602 3,342 23] 17.0 
Floater policies— 

Cotton...... 5,933,542 56,896 36,962 349} 64.9 

Not cotton 130,231 2,668 1,683 13} 63.1 
Flour and cereal mills............. 584,199 16,062 3,946 19} 24.5 
Foundries, machiné shops and metal 

ETON aR ea SSP 1,645,613 29,640 3,390 12} 11.4 
Fuel oil tanks in fields and at dis- 

tributing points................. 4,886,322 65,029 42,500 8} 65.3 
EE PE ey 110,476 1,161 580 6} 49.9 
Grain elevators— 

ee OE OT OTe rt ee 985,704 20,352 4,133 8} 20.3 

OS EE Re ee 494,939 12,782 9,925 14] 77.6 
Grain warehouses— 

POE Miro 4 is cecdvwedasvees 911,753 17,891 6,350 24; 35.5 

| RRS te Aap een 1,208,575 22,911 35,613 24] 155.4 
Harness and shoe factory.......... 335,069 4,295 1,614 2} 37.5 
Hay warehouses........-0+--eee+: 667,044 25,532 32,665 43; 127.9 
Brick hotels and contents.......... 6,257,717 119,310 40,005 226| 33.5 
Frame hotels and contents......... 1,712,142 49,316 43,401 88: 88.0 
Horse collar factories.............. 48,985 a ..:. ¢ptede Ogee Sars 
Ice factories and cold storage....... 3,052,710 46,568 6,917 18! 14.8 
jails (city halls with jails)......... 462,478 OONEE? sa cicedl as. as see 

ee | er rer 2,229,698 59,537 47,179 65| 79.2 
Lumber— 
eS eee ree owed 7,296,940 98,228 98,052 72| 99.8 
Other than retail yards and within| 
pf oe | ee rey 1,399,564 24,103 2,957 4) 12.2 
Opera houses and theatres......... | 1,316,293 36,472 8,259 29) 22.6 
Packing houses...........:: se a'0'ei8re 766,289 12,415 5,021 12} 40.4 
Pants, overall and shirt factories. . . . 313,642 ? 11,660 12} 212.8 
Park, resort pavilions, fair grounds. . 577,395 12,241 813 3 6.6 
Peanut and pecan factories......... 102,178 2,633 ‘2,500 1; 94.9 
Pier and wharf properties.......... 1,852,867 30,613 510 2 1.6 
Rice risks, except warehouses....... 1,011,746 24,563 95,757 43! 389.8 
Sanitariums, hospitals,;almshouses. . 1,662,319 18,476 8,871 30; 48.0 
Saw and planing mills and lumber 

eS aa eee 1,669,516 55,977 20,241 55] 36.2 
Sugar houses and refineries......... 680,333) 14,158 2,700) 2} 19.0 
Sprinklered risks.,......0cescesees 17,815,658 90,969 1,263 36 1.3 
Steam laundries and dye works..... 624,162 16,902 3,419 28; 20.2 
SRO WIEN h66 ayes ds abe ein bod bas 594,188 9,080 84,379 22) 929.0 
Water works and pumping plants... 355,669 5,853 : 287 1 4.9 
Wheelwright works, trunk factories, 

wood and metal workers......... 572,611 15,223 11,355 11; 74.6 
Woodworkers, large (other than saw 

and planing mills), and lumber 

ES er 573,528 18,609 45,490 37| 244.6 
Risks not covered above........... 16,356,809 264,190 200,038 297| 75.7 

Ras a io enna BA be eae ank 758,810,469] 9,220,048} 8,222,692) 14,806) 89.1 























—The Standard Fire of Hartford has been licersed in Alabatna. 
—An interesting controversy has arisen over the adjustment of the insurance 
on the Fort Smith high school annex, which burned early in September. The 
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board holds policies aggregating $74,968, and is contending for that amount in 
full, while the companies have an estimate made by an Oklahoma City man that 
the loss was only $53,000. 

—The Planters Fire is being organized at Shreveport, La., with a capital of 
$300,000. A well-known man of that city has been asked to become underwriting 
manager. 

—tThe licenses of the Georgia Mutual of Macon and the Gordon County Mutual 
Fire and Storm Insurance Company of Calhoun, Ga., have been canceled under 
the provisions of the new law in that State. 

—Sympathy is being extended Thomas Egleston of Atlanta, Southern manager 
of the Hartford Fire of Hartford, on the death of his mother. Mrs, Egleston, 
who was eighty-six years of age, died at her son’s home. 

—Hon. Walker Keeble, representative of Bastrop county and connected with 
the oldest insurance agency at Elgin, Tex., died suddenly in that city recently. 
He had been confined to his home for several weeks, but his illness was not 
considered serious. 

—The Insurance Department of Georgia is understood to have ruled that the 
non-cancellation rider placed on policies by some agents representing non-asso- 
ciation companies is a violation of the standard fire policy requirements enacted 
by the last legislature. 

—The State Insurance Board of Kentucky has held that the payment of 
brokerage will not be‘regarded by the State authorities as an infraction of 
section 5 of the rating law, which forbids the division of the commission. The 
Board made it plain that it will not regard the division of commissions by 
agents as a violation and that it does not desire to interfere with the existing 
trade relations. 

—The Louisville Board of Fire Underwriters, which has been struggling with 
the underwriters’ agency problem for over a year, is about to consider an amend- 
ment of its rules which will permit certain suspended agencies to retain their 
underwriters’ agency connections and resume membership in the Board. The 
rule has been amended several times, the first order being to put annexes out of 
the offices of Board members altogether, and the present arrangement being to 
allow underwriters’ agencies already in to stand, but to permit no more to 
come in. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE AND MARINE NEWS. 


Inter-Insurance Exchanges. 


Following the recommendations of the Committee on Resolutions of 
the National Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, that the mem- 
bers should be advised of the Texas decision concerning inter-insurers, 
Charles M. Howell, counsel for the American Reciprocal Insurance As- 
sociation, has written THE SPECTATOR in relation to that subject. 
The case in which the decision referred to was rendered is presumably 
that of Watson vs. Cotton Oil Company, in which a stockholder of the 
company sought by injunction to restrain the company from continuing 
as a subscriber of an inter-insurance exchange. The company referred 
the matter to the manager of the exchange; but he, having no sub- 
stantial interest at stake, did not care to defend the case, and canceled 
the insurance carried by the oil company. Thereafter neither he nor 
the oil company felt it desirable to assume the burden of defense, and 
the plaintiff took judgment by default, there being no contest. Mr. 
Howell claims that, under these circumstances, and as the judgment 
was secured in an inferior court and not in one of final jurisdiction, it 
is not a precedent to be followed by other courts. Mr. Howell holds 
that it is not beyond the power of a business corporation to become a 
member of a mutual insurance company or to become a subscriber of an 
inter-insurance exchange, and states that this question has been so de- 
cided several times in courts of final jurisdiction. Mr. Howell cites 
decisions in several cases in support of his argument, and in opposition 
to the contention that parties becoming members of a mutual company 
or an inter-insurance exchange thereby engage in the insurance busi- 
ness, and that to engage in such business is beyond the power of a 
business corporation. 





Adopt Proposed Uniform Fire Marshal’s Law. 


The Law and Regulations Committee of the Fire Marshals Associa- 
tion of North America met in Chicago recently for the purpose of con- 
sidering the proposed fire marshal’s law for recommendation to the 
various legislatures which will meet this winter. Alfred Lindback of 
Manitoba, president of the association, and C. A. Palmer of Michigan, 
chairman of the executive committee, were present. The model law 
prepared by the National Board of Fire Underwriters was explained 
by C. H. Lum of New York, an engineer of the Board, and was ap- 
proved by the marshals, with a few amendments and the insertion of 
several special provisions taken from the Michigan and Ohio laws in 
strengthening the proposed bill. In the insertions it provides for the 
term of office to be six years, to prevent the removal of an officer by 
change of administration at the time he becomes expert in his duties, 
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and that the cost of the maintenance of the department be borne from 
the general fund instead of special taxation upon insurance premiums. 
A section from the Ohio law gives the fire marshal the right to tear 
down condemned buildings and provides the right of appeal from his 
decision to the proper court. A section from the Michigan law requires 
fire insurance companies or agents to report all losses to the marshal’s 
department within three days after the completion of the adjustment. 





New Official Staff of Home of New York. 

As a result of promotions made by the directors of the Home Insur- 
ance Company of New York on Tuesday last, the official staff of the 
company is now constituted as follows: President, E. G. Snow; vice- 
president, F. C. Buswell; vice-president, C. A. Ludlum; vice-president 
and secretary, C. L. Tyner; secretary, A. M. Burtis; assistant secre- 
taries, H. J. Ferris, H. P. Moore and V. P. Wyatt. F. C. Buswell, who 
succeeds the late BE. H. A. Correa as senior vice-president, has spent 
thirty-one years in the service of the Home, while Mr. Ludlum has been 
with the company since 1890, having been assistant secretary for the 
past nine years. C. L. Tyner has been connected with the Home since 
1889, for six years past as secretary. H. P. Moore was previously State 
agent for the company in Eastern New York, with headquarters at 
Albany, and Mr. Wyatt has for a number of years assisted H. J. Ferris 
in handling the local department at the head office. All of the promo- 
tions are well warranted by the efficient and faithful service of those 
receiving them. 





Western Union Fire, Seattle, Wash. 


The Western Union Fire of Seattle, Wash., has been incorporated 
under the laws of Washington, with an authorized capital stock of 
$1,000,000. The new company is a merger of the Western Union of 
Vancouver, B. C., and the North State Fire of Seattle, Wash. It is the 
purpose of the management to take over other fire insurance corpora- 
tions in process of organization, and it is expected that the entire 
capital will be secured through mergers by January 1, next. The 
Western Union ‘Fire will operate in the Pacific Coast States and in 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. The officers 
are: President, J. E. Chilberg; vice-presidents, J. W. McBurney, M. 
Desbrisay, A. A. McLean; secretary, W. B. Bierce; treasurer, J. F. Lane. 





Century Absorbs Anglo-Scottish. 


A provisional agreement has been entered into by the directors of the 
Century Insurance Company of Edinburgh to take over the control 
of the Anglo-Scottish General Commercial Insurance Company, Ltd., 
of London. The latter company was organized in 1909, with a capital 
of £500,000, of which £177,068 was subscribed and £33,200 paid up, and 
it has been operating as a non-tariff office writing fire, accident, lia- 
bility, burglary, plate glass, motor and fidelity risks. The Century is 
licensed in this country, and Henry W. Brown & Co. of New York are 
the United States managers. The Anglo-Scottish has been writing sur- 
plus lines in the United States through A. F. Shaw & Co. of Chicago. 





Establish Branch of International Marine Underwriters. 


A branch of the International Association of Marine Underwriters 
has been organized in this country by Arthur Duncan, general manager 
of the Nord-Deutsche of Hamburg, Germany. The United States branch 
is composed of all the marine companies, and the organization was per- 
fected during the recent visit of Mr. Duncker to this country. He is the 
originator of the International Association and has devoted much of 
his time to its development. The president is E. Landals, agent in 
Paris for the Nord-Deutsche, and Dr. P. Bruders of Berlin is secretary. 





—Fire underwriters are considering increasing the Montreal (Canada) rates 
owing to the bad condition of the water supply. The recent heavy loss by fire 
on St. Patrick street is ascribed to the insufficient supply of water. 

—William R. Royce, son of the late Secretary Royce, of the Hartford Fire of 
Hartford, and well known by New Jersey, Maryland and Virginia field men, 
where he was active for years, died recently at Havana, Cuba, of typhoid fever. 

ta 32 etalon selec aa 

—tThe Pacific Automobile Indemnity Exchange of Los Angeles, which was re 
cently organized at that place to transact a reciprocal insurance business, has 
been incorporated under the name of the Individual Underwriting Corporation, 
with a capital of $100,000. Of this amount, fifteen per cent has been paid in 
cash and the remaining eighty-five per cent is subject to call by the board of 
directors. The operations of the company will be confined for the present to 
local territory, but will later branch out through the Pacific Coast territory. 
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Constitution for Publicity Bureau Adopted. 


At a meeting held in New York by the casualty companies interested 
in the Bureau of Publicity the draft of the constitution submitted by 
the organization committee was adopted. The following companies were 
named the executive committee: Fidelity and Casualty of New York, 
Royal Indemnity of New York and the Maryland Casualty of Balti- 
more. There was a good representation present, and, among others, 
the following companies have signed the constitution: The Fidelity 
and Casualty Company of New York, the United States Casualty Com- 
pany of New York, the Frankfort General Insurance Company of Frank- 
tort, Germany, the Royal Indemnity of New York, the Employers Liabil- 
ity Assurance of London, the Maryland Casualty of Baltimore, and the 
Ocean Accident and Guarantee of London. 





INSURANCE FUND OF $10,000,000. 


Bell Telephone Company Makes Provision for Superannuation, 
Sickness, Accident and Death for Army of 175,000 Em- 
ployees—Plans Made Public by Company. 


The Bell Telephone Company, which some time ago announced that a 
plan had been adopted which provided for pensions, sick benefits and 
life insurance for its army of more than 175,000 employees, has been 
made public by the company. It provides for the benefits to be derived 
by the employees of the entire Bell system and associated companies, 
which include the American Telephone and Telegraph Company and 
associated interests, the Western Union Telegraph Company and the 
Western Electric Company, representing more people than double the 
size of the standing army of the United States. A fund of $10,000,000 
has been set aside to be used for this purpose January 1, 1913, and a 
like amount will be made from year to year in the annual appropria- 
tion. The company has provided the insurance for the employees with- 
out contributions from them, and it applies to every rank in the various 
companies. A sum of about $115,000,000 is paid annually to the em- 
ployees of the system, and out of this amount salaries of $80,000,000 go 
to the Bell Company employees alone. The plan as decided upon is as 
follows: 


Male employees who have reached the age of sixty years and who have been 
twenty years or more in service may retire on pensions. They may be retired 
at the option of the company when they have reached the age of fifty-five years 
and have been twenty-five years or more in service. The pension age of female 
employees is in each case five years younger than that of male employees. Ary 
employee who has been thirty years in service, regardless of age, may be pen- 
sioned on the approval of the president of the company. 

The amount of the pension is automatically based on the years of service and 
the amount of pay, and will be one per cent of the average annual pay for ten 
peers, multiplied by the number = yeere of service. Therefore, a man who had 

n thirty years in service would get thirty per cent of the average salary 
which he had been receiving during his last ten years of service. No pension 
will be less than $20 a month. 

In the case of accidents occurring in and due to the performance of work for 
the company the employee will receive for total disability full pay for thirteen 
weeks and half pay for the remainder of disability, up to six years. 

If the disability is temporary he will receive full pay for thirteen weeks and 
half pay until able to earn a livelihood, not exceeding six years. 

Employees who are disabled by sickness or accident outside of the regular 
course of duty after ten years or more in service will receive full pay for 
thirteen weeks and half pay for thirty-nine weeks; if from five to ten years in 
service, full pay for thirteen weeks and half pay for thirteen weeks; if from two 
to five years in service, full pay for four weeks and half pay for nine weeks. In 
the case of employees who have not been two years in service, heads of depart- 
ments will be permitted the same discretion as heretofore, in continuing pay 
during temporary illness. 

In the case of death resulting from accident in and due to performance of 
work for the company an insurance amounting to three years’ pay will be paid 
to the dependents of the employee, the maximum payment being $5000, 

In the case case of death resulting from sickness or from accident outside of 
business, the payment will be one year’s pay for employees who have been ten 

ears or more in service, and one-half of one year’s pay for employees who have 

en from five to ten years in service, the maximum payment being $2000, 

If any State statutes provide for more liberal compensation than is provided 
under the benefit plan the statutory provision will prevail. Where the employees 
have legal rights, as in some accident cases, they will have the option of exer- 
cising such rights or accepting the company’s benefits. 

The American Telephone and Telegraph Company has set aside from its surplus 
a fund which provides for those whom it directly employs, and also provides a 
reserve, upon which, under certain conditions, the associated companies may 
draw. This fund is supplemented by funds set aside by each company. The 
total appropriations will aggregate something more than $10,000,000. The bene- 

its, it is estimated, will cost annually about $1,000,000 more than the present 
ante on this account. y 

e administration of the funds will be in the hands of employers’ benefit 
committees of five, to be appointed by the board of directors of each company. 

committee of each associated company will have jurisdiction over the benefits 
or employees of that company. : 

The employees’ benefit committee of the American Telephone and Telegraph 

pany will have general jurisdiction over the plan for the entire system, and 
Specific authority as to the American Telephone and Telegraph Company’s em- 
Ployees’ benefit. 
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Canadian Surety Company Organized. 


President F. W. Lafrentz, of the American Surety Company of New 
York, announces the organization of the Canadian Surety Company, in 
which the American will have a controlling interest, and to which it 
will transfer its Canadian business. 

The home office of the Canadian Surety Company will be at Toronto. 
Its operations will be conducted under the general managership of W. 
H. Hall, who has been the manager of the American Surety’s branch 
office at Toronto for many years. The secretary of the new company 
will be W. H. Burgess, who until recently was manager of the Albany 
(N. Y.) branch office of the American Surety. 

The Canadian company will have local stockholders of influence at 
all important cities in the Dominion. Its board of directors will also 
contain a number of strong Canadian capitalists. 

The American Surety Company has recently taken over several very 
large lines of suretyship in the Dominion, which, of course, will be 
transferred to the new company. It is expected that the transfer will 
take place at the end of this year. Thereafter the American will have 
a close working arrangement with the Canadian company, under which 
it will, as heretofore, be able to furnish bonds required by its American 
patrons at various Dominion points. 





New Amsterdam Casualty of New York Examined. 


The New Amsterdam Casualty of New York has recently undergone 
an examination as of September 30, 1912. The report of this examina- 
tion shows that on that date the company had total admitted assets 
of $1,139,138; unearned premium reserve, $497,156; special reserve 
against unpaid liability losses, $211,429; reserve for other casualty 
losses of $43,885, and net surplus over all liabilities $10,076. The De- 
partment examiners find an underwriting loss during the first nine 
months of 1912 of $71,418. The company’s estimates of outstanding 
claims other than liability the Department increases $3460. The un- 
earned premium reserve was computed by the Department on the 
monthly basis and shows an increase of $8863 as compared with the 
computation on the 50 per cent basis. The report speaks favorably 
of the company’s methods of settling claims, and finds that, although 
claims are thoroughly investigated, no advantage is taken of techni- 
calities in meeting losses. The company is in sound financial condition; 
and the examination having been conducted on a most stringent basis, 
makes it certain that the New Amsterdam Casualty is amply able to 
meet all its obligations. 





Elected Second Vice-President National Surety. 


Joe. Rathbone has been elected second vice-president and general man- 
ager of the National Surety of New York. R. C. Carson, actuary, and W. 
H. Draper, Jr., superintendent of agencies, have been appointed assistant 
general managers, and Charles R. Frost, secretary of the Minnesota 
Bankers Association, has been elected treasurer. The appointments 
were made in order to relieve William B. Joyce, president of the com- 
pany, of some of his duties, and he will now have an opportunity to 
devote more time to the development of business. The National Surety 
has during the first ten months of this year received $4,091,816, which 
is $501,689 in excess of the premium receipts for the corresponding 
period last year. An addition to the board of directors is F. W. Allen, 
vice-president of the Merchants and Metals National Bank of New 
York. 





Experience Under Liability Law. 


Returns to the Massachusetts Industrial Accident Board, created 
under the new compensation act of that State, indicate that the fatali- 
ties occurring in the course of employment during the first three months 
in which the law has been operative were 122, for which the total Ha- 
bility incurred under the terms of the act is $198,597, figuring $200 in 
each case of “no dependency.” The total lability for a full year figured 
on the experience of these first three months as a basis would be $795,- 
888 in weekly payments over a period of 300 weeks. Of the above-men- 
tioned total of 122, those insured under the act were 62. Their de- 
pendents, comprising 45 widows, 88 children, 17 parents and 16 other 
dependents, are entitled to $130,018 under the terms of the act. The 
maximum amount due for “sickness and burial’’ expenses of the 19 cases 
of fatally injured and insured, leaving no dependents, is $3800. The 
dependents of the 30 non-insured, comprising 20 widows, 35 children, 
11 parents and two other dependents, would be entitled, if insured under 
the act, to $62,579. The maximum amount due those leaving no de- 
pendents, 11 in number, and not injured, would total $2200 under the 
provisions of the act for “sickness and burial” expenses. 
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Osteopaths Organize Casualty Company. 


The Guardian Accident is being organized at Indianapolis by osteo- 
pathic physicians, and it is hoped to have the company in a position to 
begin business by the first of the year. It will have a capital of $100,000 
and a surplus of $25,000. S. B. Hasmer, for ten years State manager of 
the Missouri State Life of St. Louis, who was active in placing the 
stock, will be general manager. Dr. J. F. Spaunhurst of Indianapolis is 
secretary-treasurer and medical director. Horace E. Kenney is president 
and R. P. Henderson is vice-president. Osteopaths recently organized a 
life insurance company, the idea having been proposed at the National 
convention. 





Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance Company. 


The Massachusetts Insurance Department has filed an examination of 
the Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance Company of Boston, based 
on its statement of December 31, 1911. The report finds the company 
im excellent condition, with a capital of $1,000,000 and a surplus of $430,- 
194.01, giving a surplus to policyholders of $1,430,794. Total admitted 
assets are placed at $2,169,154. The report states that the company’s 
records are full and complete, well and carefully kept, and the bonds 
of the officers being in accordance with the requirements of the Depart- 
ment, 





Conference Caltled to Discuss Injury to Eyes. 


MADISON, November 11.—In order to make a fair start in arriving 
at basis for the settlement of claims under the workmen’s compensa- 
tion act for eye injuries, the Wisconsin Industrial Commission has 
ealled a conference to be held in Milwaukee Friday, November 15. Be- 
fore calling the conference the commission has made a prolonged study 
of the English and German acts, under which there are countless deci- 
sions in claims of this kind. The commission now has under considera- 
tion three cases of eye injury in which these questions have an im- 
portant bearing. The coming conference is expected to result in a be- 
ginning of a definite policy. It is possible, also, that it will result in 
recommendations to the next legislature for an amendment to the work- 
men’s compensation act providing specific sums for specific injuries to 
the eyes. 





Casualty Notes. 


—William H. Hotchkiss, formerly Superintendent of the New York Insurance 
Department, has been elected president of the National Motor Indemnity of New 
York, and also the National Motor Insurance Company of New York. 

—F. H, Kingsbury has been appointed superintendent of the Globe Indemnity 
of New York. His duties will be confined to the general supervision of the 
liability and agency departments and to assist General Manager Reid in executive 
matters. 


—Marshall J. Wellborn, manager of the Travelers of Hartford in Louisiana - 


and well known in social circles, died recently at New Orleans following a long 
illness. He was born at Lewisville, Ark., in 1863. He had been in the in- 
surance business at New Orleans for eighteen years. 


—E. G. Letzkus, who for ten years was manager of the liability department of 
the Philadelphia Casualty, and later in charge of the liability department in the 
home office of the Fidelity and Deposit of Baltimore, has joined the liability 
underwriting staff of the New England Casualty of: Boston, 


—H. A, Luther, who was for some time agency manager for the North 
American Accident of Chicago, has issued in book form a number of the bulletins 
he issued to the agents. Under the title “The Pace-Maker” some 155 pages of 
live stuff are presented, which will help stir up many agents to greater exertions. 


—Childs, Young & Wood, with offices at 1545 Insurance Exchange building, 
at Chicago, have been appointed general agents for the Prudential Casualty of 
Indianapolis for Cook county. Thomas Bloomfield, manager of the company, 
arrived in New York last week for the purpose of making a general agency 
appointment. The company was recently licensed in New York. 


—The accident and health business of the Federal Life of Chicago during 
October increased more than fifty per cent over any preceding month, and 
November bids fair to be the banner month, both as to collections, and new 
business. This department has grown to such an extent that it has been neces- 
saty to have more office space, and is now located in the entire west end of the 
twelfth floor of the home-office building. 


—The Pacific Mutual Life of Los Angeles experienced the largest month in its 
history during October, from the standpoint of new business in the casualty de- 
partment. During.the month accident premiums amounted to $231,000, bringing 
the total accident premiums written during the first ten months of the year to 
$1,915,000. The October increase was twenty-five per cent, or $44,000, and the 
year’s increase was fifteen per cent, or $225,000. 

—The Protective Life Insurance Company of Buffalo, which does an indus- 
trial accident business, has been criticised by the New York Insurance Depart- 
ment, which has completed ah examitiation of its affairs. According to the De- 
partment, the company operates on an assessment plan under a class or charter 
not allowed by the present New York laws, and that it carries no unearned pre- 
mitim réserve. The report shows that all that can be charged under the law is 
the emergency reserve, which amounts to about $8000, It has imsurance in force 
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of about $3,500,000 and operates in Western New York and Pennsylvania, com- 
peting with stock companies. 

—The New England Casualty of Boston finds it is necessary by reason of the 
increased voluine of business to lease another floor of the Appleton building. 
President McDowell’s office will be moved up there and his present office will be 
occupied by First Vice-President Johnson. The company is being examined by 
the Massachusetts Insurance Department in order to facilitate its admission to 
a number of Western States where applications are now pending. 





Surety Notes, 

—W. W. Allen has resigned his position in the surety department of the New 
York office of the American Fidelity of Montpelier, Vt., to become manager of 
the Buffalo branch of the Title Guaranty and Surety of Scranton, Pa. He was 
formerly with that company both at the home office and the New York branch. 

—The American Surety of New York has been given a unanimous verdict in 
the suit brought against the company by H. H. Furham of Huntersville, Mo., 
who sought to recover $10,000 damages for malicious arrest and false imprison- 
ment. The case was tried before Judge A. H. Walker, in the Circuit Court of 
Randolph county, Moberly, Mo. 





‘¢Fire Prevention and Fire Protection.” 


A new book which should be of great practical value to all who are 
interested in any way in building operations, or in the safeguarding 
of property against loss or damage by fire, is one entitled “Fire Pre- 
vention and Fire Protection,” by Joseph Kendall Freitag, B.S., C. E. 
As its name indicates, this is a hand-book of theory and practice of 
fire prevention and fire protection as applied to building construction, 
and it is divided into six parts, treating of the following general 
subjects, respectively: 1. Fire Prevention and Fire Protection; 2. 
Fire Tests and Materials; 3. Fire-Resisting Design; 4. Fire-Resisting 
Construction; 5. Special Structures and Features; 6, Auxiliary Equip- 
ment and Safeguards. 

Part 1 deals with fire losses; the theory and practice of fire pre- 
vention and fire protection; the theory and practice of fire insurance, 
and slow-burning or mill construction. 

Part 2 embraces these topics: Experimental testing stations; fires 
in fire-resisting buildings and conflagrations; the materials of fire- 
resisting construction; permanency and corrosion. 

Part 3 covers planning and general design; efficiency vs. faulty 
construction; fire-resisting floor design, beam and girder protections 
and ceilings; columns and column protections; fire-resisting par- 
titions; fire-resisting shutters, windows and doors; stairways and 
fire escapes; elevator shafts and enclosures, pipe shafts, chutes, etc. 

Part 4 comprises data concerning terra-cottta floors, girder pro- 
tections, etc.; concrete floors and reinforced concrete; combination 
terra-cotta and concrete floors; wall construction; roofs, suspended 
ceilings, furring. 

Part 5 describes the proper construction of theaters, schools, resi- 
dences, factories, garages, safes, vaults, metal furniture, etc., and 
special hazards, 

Part 6 gives the essential particulars concerning auxiliary equip- 
ment, covering sprinkler systems; automatic fire alarms, sprinkler 
alarm and supervisory systems; simple protective devices, including 
fire pails and extinguishers, paints and solutions; watchmen, watch 
clocks and manuals; standpipes, hose racks and roof nozzles; private 
fire departments; the inspection and maintenance of fire protective 
devices and fire drills. 

The book is highly approved by such an eminent authority as 
Franklin B. Ware, formerly architect for the State of New York, 
and is especially well adapted for the use of those engaged in the 
fire insurance business who come in contact with the insured in con- 
nection with matters relating to the improvement and rating of 
risks. There ate 395 illustrations in the book, which contains 1038 
pages and is handsomely bound in morocco. The author, J. K. 
Freitag, is well known as the author of “Architectural Engineering” 
and “The Fireproofing of Steel Buildings,” and as an associate 
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, and a sub- 
scribing member of the National Fire Protection Association and of 
the British Fire Prevention Committee, “Fire Prevention and Fire 
Protection” contains much information which should be serviceable 
to anyone in fire underwriting in any capacity, and sells at $4.00 per 
copy. Orders will be promptly filled by The Spectator Company, 135 
William street, New York. 
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